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make you happy; you take pleasure in making me the most unhappy of men. For twelve years I have endured without complaint your caprices of every kind."
"And I, Monsiettr, your odour" replied Madame de Montespan.
It is with a sort of shame, and with an apology to our readers, that we repeat this ill-bred remark; the cruellest cut that could be administered to the vanity of such a man as Louis XIV. It seems proved, indeed, he exhaled rather potently that nauseous odour which is attached more particularly to red-haired men. The consciousness of this disadvantage, which he was singularly set on concealing, caused him to search with passion for the most penetrating perfumes. One may remark that Madame de Montespan, in her Memoirs, relates that amber was his preferred perfume, and that he always used it.
After the marriage of Madame de Maintenon, the Marquise left the Court, and did not return except for the marriage of the Due du Maine. That Prince espoused the granddaughter of the great Conde, who, for more than twelve years, had been soliciting this alliance. Madame de Montespan showed on this occasion a liberality worthy of a sovereign. She gave the bed, of which the gold embroidery mixed with pearls cost more than a million in coinage of to-day. She made a present to her daughter-in-law of a casket estimated at two millions, present value, and, having lent her son one of her three great golden services, she did not allow him to return it.ets, which, if admissible n the vocabulary of ordinary lovers, must, nevertheless, aave sounded odd in the ears of one who was royal.
